
Early Readers 
shelved by level and author’s last name 

 

Minnie and Moo and the Haunted Sweater  
by Denys Cazet   

Level 3 — Minnie and Moo series 

Two cow friends, Minnie and Moo, want 

to give special presents to the Farmer for 

his birthday, but something goes awry 

when Moo knits him a sweater. 

 

The Best Chef in Second Grade by Katherine Kena 

Level 3 — Audiobook available 

A famous chef is coming to visit Mr. 

Hopper’s second grade class, and every 

one is excited about bringing in their 

family’s favorite dish to share except Olli, 

who loves to cook but cannot find a dish 

his whole family likes. 
 

Tugg and Teeny by Patrick Lewis 

Level 4 — Tugg and Teeny series 

Tugg, a gorilla, helps his best friend Teeny, 

a monkey, in her attempts to become 

musician, an artist, and a poet. 

 
Mouse Soup by Arnold Lobel 

Level 3 — Audiobook available 

A mouse convinces a weasel he needs the 

ingredients from several stories to make a 

tasty mouse soup. 

 

Hamsters, Shells, and Spelling Bees  
edited by Lee Bennet Hopkins    

Level 4   

Twenty fun poems about school are 

included — from the very first day of the 

school year, to practicing for the spelling 

bee or getting ready for the big school play. 

 

Nate the Great  
by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat 

Level 4 — Nate the Great series 

Getting all the facts, asking the right 

questions, and narrowing down the 

suspects — Nate the Great and his dog 

Sludge solve the mystery of the missing 

picture. 
 

Upstairs Mouse, Downstairs Mole by Wong Herbert Lee 

Level 4 — Mouse and Mole series 

Mouse and his downstairs neighbor, 

Mole, discover that when they help each 

other, housecleaning and other daily tasks 

are much easier. 

 

 

Moose Tales by Nancy Van Laan 

Level 4 

Moose takes a walk, takes a nap under a 

tree that Beaver is gnawing, and finally 

joins all his friends in making an almost 

perfect snow creature with antlers. 
 

 

Moving Up Collection 
shelved by author’s last name 

 

Cam Jansen and the Graduation Day Mystery  
by David A. Adler  

(55 p) Cam Jansen series 

Cam Jansen and her photographic memory 

help her friend’s grandfather retrieve his 

missing bag with an important graduation 

gift in it. 
 
 

Heidi Heckelbeck Has a Secret by Wanda Coven 

(118 p) Heidi Heckelbeck series 

Heidi has always been taught at home, and 

she is nervous and grumpy about starting 

second grade at Brewster Elementary.   

 
Louise, The Adventures of a Chicken  
by Kate DiCamillo 

Audiobook available 

Longing for adventure, intrepid Louise 

leaves her comfortable nest and goes to 

sea. 
 

Mercy Watson to the Rescue  
by Kate DiCamillo  

(68 p) Mercy Watson series 

Audiobook available 

After Mercy the pig snuggles to sleep 

with the Watsons, all three awaken with 

the bed teetering on the edge of a big 

hole in the floor. 

Life with Mammoth by Ian Fraser 

(64 p)  

Cavemen Ogg and Bob search for their “pet 

mammoth, Mug, to give him a bath, then 

try to figure out which of them is Mug’s 

best friend. 
 

Princess Posey and the First Grade Parade  
by Stephanie Greene  

(83 p) Princess Posey series 

Posey’s fear of starting first grade is 

alleviated when her teacher invites the 

students to wear their most comfortable 

clothes to school on the first day. 

 

Waltur Paints Himself into a Corner  
by Barbara Gregorich  

Waltur the bear learns more lessons from his 

friend Matilda, such as “don’t put the cart 

before the horse” and “let sleeping dogs lie.” 
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This list represents a small selection of 

fiction that appeals to second graders.  

This list is not intended to limit a  

child’s reading, for there is no  

“perfect” second grade book.  



Wanted: the Perfect Pet by Fiona Robertson  

Henry wants a dog for a best friend 

more than anything in the world.  A 

lonely duck wants a friend.  What 

happens when the duck disguises 

himself as a dog to get the job of 

Henry’s best friend? 
 

Larf by Ashley Spires 
Larf the Sasquatch is introduced, who, 

having thought he was the only Sasquatch 

in existence, travels to Hunderfitz when 

he learns that another of his kind is 

scheduled to make an appearance there. 
 

Help Me, Mr. Mutt: Expert Answers for Dogs 
with People Problems by Janet Stevens  

Dogs across the United States write to 

Mr. Mutt, a people expert, for help with 

their humans. 

 

Uncle Andy’s Cats by James Warhola 

Twenty-five cats named Sam have the run 

of Uncle Andy’s (artist Andy Warhol)  

New York City townhouse. 
Paperback Series 

 

shelved in J Paperbacks by first letter of series title 

(may also be shelved in J Moving Up by author’s last 

name) 
 

Andrew Lost by J.C. Greenburg 

Arthur Chapter Books by Marc Brown 
Barkley’s School for Dogs by Marcia Jones 

Cam Jansen  by David A. Adler  

Cobble Street Cousins by Cynthia Rylant 

Disney Fairies by various authors 

Horrible Harry by Suzy Kline 

Junie B. Jones by Barbara Park  

Katie Kazoo, Switcheroo by Nancy Krulick 

Ready Freddy by Abby Klein 

Magic School Bus Chapter Books by various authors 

Magic Tree House Mary Pope Osborne  

Marvin Redpost by Louis Sachar 

Mermaid Mysteries by Katy Kit 

Rainbow Magic by Daisy Meadows 

Ready Freddy by Abby Klein 

Roscoe Riley Rules by Katherine Applegate 

Secrets of Droon by Tony Abbott 

Andy Shane and the Very Bossy Dolores Starbuckle  
by Jennifer Richard Jacobson  

(56 p) Andy Shane series  

Andy Shane hates school, mainly because 

of a tattletale know-it-all named Dolores 

Starbuckle, but Granny Webb, who has 

taken care of him all his life, joins him in 

class one day and helps him solve the 

problem. 
 

That Book Woman by Heather Henson  

A family living in the Appalachian 

Mountains in the 1930s gets books 

to read during the regular visits of 

the “Book Woman” — a librarian 

who rides a pack horse through the 

mountains, lending books to the 

isolated residents. 

 

Zelda and Ivy: The Big Picture by Laura Kvasnosky  

(42 p) Zelda and Ivy series 

After fox sisters Zelda and Ivy and their 

best friend Eugene watch the new 

Secret Agent Fox movie, they are 

inspired to do some detective work then 

practice their new skills when rain 

threatens their campout plans. 

 

The Two Bobbies:  A True Story of Hurricane Katrina, 
Friendship, and Survival by Kirby Larson  

Bobbie and Bob Cat are the best of 

friends.  When their hometown of New 

Orleans was struck by Hurricane 

Katrina, many lost everything.  But not 

Bobbie and Bob Cat — they still had 

each other.  Only by staying together 

could they survive.  This is the story of 

their remarkable friendship. 

 

The Hinky Pink: An Old Tale  by Megan McDonald 

(48 p)  

Summoned to the Great Castle of 

Firenze to create a special dress for 

Princess Isabella Caramella 

Gorgonzola, Anabel, a talented 

seamstress, is at first delighted but 

then increasingly worried as time 

passes and her efforts are continually 

subverted by an unseen sprite. 
 

I Broke into Gymnastics Camp by Jessica Gunderson  

(shelved under J Sports)   

(49 p) Victory School Superstars series 

Kenzie is so excited about the first day of 

gymnastics camp that she accidentally 

breaks the lock on the gym door. Will she 

confess to the damage or let camp be 

canceled for everybody? 
 

Look Out, Jeremy Bean! by Alice Schertle  

(58 p) 

Jeremy Bean has a problem and a kid 

like Jeremy can come up with some 

unusual solutions, such as wearing a 

lamp shade on his head, hiding in the 

school janitor’s closet, and collecting 

everyone’s shoes. 

 

The Magic of Merlin by Stephanie Spinner  

(32 p) 

Long, long ago, in the days of King 

Arthur, knights and castles, there was one 

man to whom even kings bowed down.  

Merlin was the greatest wizard of all time. 

 

Picture Books 
shelved by first two letters of author’s last name 

 

The Retired Kid  by Jon Agee 

Although he enjoys some aspects of his 

retirement, eight-year-old Brian gains a 

new perspective on his job of being a 

child after spending time in Florida’s 

Happy Sunset Retirement Community.  

 
Guess Again! by Mac Barnett  

A hilarious book of guessing that will 

keep readers of all ages wondering what 

could possibly come next! 

 

Buffalo Music by Tracey E. Fern 

After hunters kill off the buffalo around her Texas ranch, 

a woman begins raising orphan 

buffalo calves and eventually ships 

four members of her small herd to 

Yellowstone National Park, where 

they form the beginnings of newly 

thriving buffalo herds.  Based on a 

true story. 
 

Clever Jack Takes the Cake   
by Candace Fleming 

A poor boy named Jack struggles to 

deliver a birthday present worthy of the 

princess. 
 

Let’s Do Nothing! by Tony Fucile 

Frankie and Sal have played everything so 

they decide to do nothing for ten seconds.  

But can they possibly do it? 

 

Stand Straight, Ella Kate: The True Story of a Real Giant 
by Kate Klise 

This is the story of Ella Kate Ewing who 

was born in 1872 and was eight feet tall by 

the age of seventeen. 

 
1 + 1 = 5: And Other Unlikely Additions  
by David LaRochelle 

How much is 1 + 1?  Do you think 

the answer is 2?  Not always, as this 

fun books proves. 
 

One by Kathryn Otoshi  

(also shelved in J Parenting collection) 

In this book about bullying, One comes 

along and shows all the colors how to 

stand up and count. 

 

I Wanna New Room by Karen Orloff  

Through a series of brief letters to his 

parents, Alex presents all the reasons 

why he should not have to share a 

room with his younger brother. 

 
Duck! Rabbit!  
by Amy Rosenthal 

Two unseen characters argue about 

whether the creature they are looking 

at is a rabbit or a duck. 

 

Those Darn Squirrels! by Adam Rubin  

When grumpy Old Man Fookwire 

builds feeders to try to keep birds — 

the only creatures he likes — from 

leaving for the winter, he finds himself 

in a battle with clever, crafty squirrels 

who want a share of the abundant food. 
 


